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Come to Believe † Come to Belong 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

April 21, 2024 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                                Rob Aaron 
 

“Come to believe, Come to belong, Come to receive, the promise of God” 
 

P) Alleluia! Christ is risen!      C) He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

       In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

   If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. Therefore, let us confess our sins in the presence of 

God and of one another. 

                                (Silence for self-reflection) 

Most merciful God, 

   We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

   In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 

sake God forgives you all your sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives 

the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.     

Amen.  
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GATHERING SONG              “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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KYRIE (Lord, Have Mercy) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray together: O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the 

lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and 

we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN. 
 

CHOIR                      “The Lord’s My Sheperd, I’ll not Want” 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                   Acts 4:5-12 
     5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in 

Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and 

all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 And when they had set them in the 

midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 Then 

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if 

we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by 

what means this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the 

people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 

crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before 

you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has 

become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no 

other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM                                                                                                        Psalm 23 
1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

He leads me beside still waters. 
3     He restores my soul. 

He leads me in paths of righteousness 

      for his name's sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

      I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

      your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

      you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

      and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
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SECOND READING                                                                        1 John 3:16-24 
     16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 

down our lives for the brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his 

brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in 

him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
     19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before 

him; 20 for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he 

knows everything. 21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have 

confidence before God; 22 and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we 

keep his commandments and do what pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, 

that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he 

has commanded us. 24 Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God 

in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given 

us. 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, still you’re there right beside me 

And nothing will I fear as long as you are near, please be near me to the end. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                              John 10:11-18 

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord! 
     11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, 

sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them 

and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 

sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as 

the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the 

sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, 

and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For 

this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up 

again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 

authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have 

received from my Father.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! 
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SERMON                                                                                             Jeff Hobson 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 

 

 



7 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P) Let us pray to our risen Savior on behalf of the Church, the world, and all 

people. 

A brief silence 

 

Lord Jesus, thank you for being our Good Shepherd! We see paintings of you 

leading spotless sheep through grassy meadows, with not a speck of dirt on you. 

But real life is messy, dirty, and stony. Thank you for bearing us, and bearing with 

us, through it all. Thank you for leading us safely to your Father’s house. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

O Good Shepherd, defend your Church from peril. Provide for our needs. Lead us 

in paths of righteousness and holiness. Use us to lead many to hear your voice and 

follow you. Bless pastors and church leaders and make them faithful sheepdogs for 

your flock. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  

O Dear Shepherd of this congregation, lead us with your Word. Prepare our table 

with your Body and Blood. Teach us to do your will with glad and faithful hearts. 

Use us to lead many into your safe-keeping. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
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O Gate of your sheep, protect us all from false shepherds, especially rulers who 

care nothing for our welfare. Bring your people lasting peace, rich pasture, and true 

righteousness. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  

O Rod and Staff of your people, bless those who stand in harm’s way on our 

behalf. Guard, guide, and strengthen them. Prosper all they do that pleases you. 

Bring them home safely and soon. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

O Light and Path through death’s dark valley, be the strong guide and sure comfort 

of all who call upon you, especially those we name out loud or silently in our 

hearts (allow time for silent and spoken prayers). Fill them with your abundant life. 

Keep them steadfast in faith. Strengthen and bless all who care for them. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord Jesus, thank you for bringing safely home all those who listened to your voice 

in this earthly life. Keep us close to your side. Lead us to that place where we shall 

dwell with you and with all the redeemed, and shall feast at your heavenly table 

forever. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  

P) Grant to us all that is in accordance with your will, dear Jesus, and accomplish 

your salvation among us; for you are risen from the dead and dwell in majesty with 

your Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY     Doxology  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heav'nly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. A-men  

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray together… 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the generous gifts you have first given us. 

May that which we offer to you, come joyfully from our hearts and be 

pleasing in your sight. Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right… and join their unending hymn: 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung) 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION – We believe and teach that Christ is truly 

present in the bread and wine/juice, which are his body and blood. All are welcome 

at the Lord’s Table (the red liquid is wine; the white liquid is grape juice). 
 

“Lamb of God” 

“What Feast of Love” 
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“Oh, How I Love Jesus” 

 
 

“Change my Heart, O God” 
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“He’s Got the Whole World” 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING and PRAYER 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, and keep you in His 

grace.   Amen. 

 

Let us pray together…We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have 

refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 

strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you, and in fervent love toward 

one another, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

BLESSING 
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SENDING SONG             “Jesus Shall Reign” 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Rob Aaron – piano ~ Nancy Martin – choir director ~  John Lorenz – liturgist  

Jeff Hobson – presiding 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

Greeters:  Vi Nall & Pam Sikes                    Ushers:  Linda Gaskins  

Reader: Mary Severeid               Barista:  Barb Evans 

Sacristans: Bonnie O’Hanlon & Rosemary Wheaton 

Communion Assistants: Dianne Baxter & Sandi Fleury 

Altar Flowers:  Gary & Linda Lorenz  Close Up: Kristian Schonberg 

 

Last Week’s Attendance: 85   Last Week’s Offering:  $2,751.30 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome to North Bay Lutheran Community Church! We hope you are 

blessed today as we worship the Lord together. If you are a visitor, please feel free 

to fill out an attendance card located in the slot in front of you and drop it in the 

offering plate. We also invite you to stay for fellowship following our service. We 

are glad that you’re here!  
 

Many Thanks to Jeff Hobson for preaching at our service today. 
 

Fellowship Time Today – Appetizers. April 28th: Breakfast Sunday (bring 

anything breakfast related to share). 
 

Neighborhood Bible Study will NOT be meeting on Tuesday, April 23rd. We 

will resume on Tuesday, April 30th at 12:45 pm. For more information, please 

contact Sue Nichols at 360-277-3414. 
 

Dementia Support Group will meet on Wednesday, April 24th at 10:00 am. For 

more information, please contact Patty at 360-271-0055 (C) or 360-275-3939 (H), 

or email at palmcanal@hotmail.com. 
 

Lap Quilts – All of you who may be interested in making lap quilts to distribute to 

people in hospitals and/or nursing homes please join us on Thursday, April 25th at 

10:00 am.  You don’t need to know how to sew or quilt; we need folks to cut 

fabric, arrange squares, or sew.  This is a time of fellowship, and all are welcome.  

For more information, please contact Dixie Carver at (360) 801-6202 or Rosemary 

Wheaton at (360) 204-3501. 
 

Men’s Bible Study - will meet on Saturday, April 27th at 8:00 am as we continue 

our study of the Gospel of Luke.  

 

Office Hours this week are 9:00 am to 1:00 pm – Monday through Friday.  

Pastor Gary is in the office Tuesday and Wednesday, 9:30 am to 12:00 pm.  
 

mailto:palmcanal@hotmail.com
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Women of North Bay - May is the month when we traditionally honor 

motherhood. We all have women in our lives, moms, grandmas, or others who 

have loved and nurtured us and shared their wisdom with us. Join us on Friday, 

May 3rd at 10:00 am to celebrate the blessings of these “moms” in our lives. Please 

bring a photo to share of your mom or mom figure. We will continue to collect 

non-food items for the food bank. As always, invite a friend to join the fun. 

RSVP’s to Cathy Moen are very helpful: 

(360) 275-6757 or cathy-mm@wavecable.com. 
 

 

Prayers – Please call the church line with your prayer requests, or if you need 

pastoral care (360) 275-3390.  
 

READINGS FOR APRIL 28, 2024 
 
 

Acts 8:26-40  ~  Psalm 22:25-31  ~  1 John 4:7-21  ~   John 15:1-8  
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