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Come to Believe † Come to Belong 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 5, 2024 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                                Rob Aaron 
 

“Come to believe, Come to belong, Come to receive, the promise of God” 
 

P) Alleluia! Christ is risen!      C) He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

       In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

   If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. Therefore, let us confess our sins in the presence of 

God and of one another. 

                                (Silence for self-reflection) 

Most merciful God, 

   We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

   In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare unto you the entire forgiveness 

of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.     

Amen.  
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GATHERING SONG              “Christ Be Our Light” 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE (Lord, Have Mercy) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray together: O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys 

beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you 

above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can 

desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM                           “Be Thou My Vision” 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
 

FIRST READING                                                                               Acts 10:44-48 
    44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard 

the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with 

Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the 

Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 

Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, 

who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to 

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some 

days. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                                                                                        Psalm 98 
1 Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

    for he has done marvelous things! 

His right hand and his holy arm 

    have worked salvation for him. 
2 The LORD has made known his salvation; 

    he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

    to the house of Israel. 

   All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

    break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

    with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

    make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

    the world and those who dwell in it! 
8 Let the rivers clap their hands; 

    let the hills sing for joy together 
9 before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. 

    He will judge the world with righteousness, 

    and the peoples with equity. 

 

SECOND READING                                                                            1 John 5:1-6 
     1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, 

and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2 By this 

we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. 

And his commandments are not burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been born of 

God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—

our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that 

Jesus is the Son of God? 
     6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only 

but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the 

Spirit is the truth. 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                John 15:9-17 

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord! 
     9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's 

commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my 

joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
     12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call 

you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have 

called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to 

you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should 

go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the 

Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that 

you will love one another. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! 

 

SERMON                                                                                  Pastor Gary Heltsley 
 

 



8 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY             “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling” 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, 

    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P) Let us pray to our Savior on behalf of the Church, the world, and all people. 

 

A brief silence 

 

Lord Jesus, you’ve called us to love you and one another, and to bear your love 

into the world. The world needs you so much! Make us faithful and fruitful, so we 

help nourish hearts starved for your love. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bless the people of this congregation with faith, hope, and charity. Fill us with 

wisdom and prudence. Through the gift of your Holy Spirit, make us glad to obey 

your commandments. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Bless this beautiful creation with all that it needs to flourish. Make us wise 

stewards of it, especially the creatures entrusted to our care. May everything you 

have made praise and glorify you! 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Fill our elected and appointed leaders with the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

counsel and might. Teach them to love justice; to act with mercy toward the poor 

and hungry in their lands; and to walk humbly before our Father. Grant to all 

people the blessings of peace and unity on earth. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bless all who protect life, health, and freedom. Grant them wisdom and integrity. 

Let their labors help create a safe and just world where the innocent may live in 

peace. Help us to honor their service. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Grant your life-giving Spirit to all who cry to you for help, especially those we 

name out loud and silently in our hearts (allow time for silent and spoken prayers). 

Grant them wholeness of body and mind, confident hope in your goodness, and the 

peace which the world cannot give them. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Lord Jesus, thank you for choosing, forgiving, and saving the faithful who have 

gone before us. Grant that in this life, we may bear the fruits of love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Gather us 

into your Kingdom, where those fruits will be perfected, to your glory and to the 

delight of all the redeemed. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P) Grant to us all that is in accordance with your will, dear Jesus, and accomplish 

your salvation among us; for you are risen from the dead and dwell in majesty with 

your Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY     Doxology  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heav'nly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. A-men  

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray together… 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the generous gifts you have first given us. 

May that which we offer to you, come joyfully from our hearts and be 

pleasing in your sight. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right… and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung) 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION – We believe and teach that Christ is truly 

present in the bread and wine/juice, which are his body and blood. All are welcome 

at the Lord’s Table (the red liquid is wine; the white liquid is grape juice). 
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“Lamb of God” 

“Precious Lord Take My Hand”  
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“Spirit of God Descend Upon My Heart” 
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“We Praise You, O God” 

 
 

“This is the Day” 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING and PRAYER 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, and keep you in His 

grace.   Amen. 

 

Let us pray together…We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have 

refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 

strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you, and in fervent love toward 

one another, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

SENDING SONG             “Son of God, Eternal Savior” 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Rob Aaron – piano  ~  Nancy Martin – choir director 

Pr. Gary Heltsley – presiding 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

Greeters: Liz Webber & Janet Wright  Ushers:  Jim & Arlene Burton 

Reader:  Jay Wittreich                   Barista:  Steve Dixon 

Sacristans: Diane Heltsley & Charlotte Pedersen 

Communion Assistants: Dianne Baxter & Joleen Wheaton 

Close Up: Guy Bralley 
 

Altar Flowers:  Dennis & Bonnie O'Hanlon 

(IN LOVING MEMORY OF PASTOR BRIAN PEDERSON) 
 

Last Week’s Attendance: 97   Last Week’s Offering:  $4,309.00 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome to North Bay Lutheran Community Church! We hope you are 

blessed today as we worship the Lord together. If you are a visitor, please feel free 

to fill out an attendance card located in the slot in front of you and drop it in the 

offering plate. We also invite you to stay for fellowship following our service. We 

are glad that you’re here!  
 

Fellowship Time Today – May Birthday Celebrations (cake provided by 

NBLCC). May 12th:  NBLCC will provide fruit and pastries in honor of Mother’s 

Day. 
 

Neighborhood Bible Study will meet on Tuesday, May 7th at 12:45pm. For more 

information, please contact Sue Nichols at 360-277-3414. 
 

Dementia Support Group will meet on Wednesday, May 8th at 10:00 am. For 

more information, please contact Patty at 360-271-0055 (C) or 360-275-3939 (H), 

or email at palmcanal@hotmail.com. 
 

Lap Quilts – All of you who may be interested in making lap quilts to distribute to 

people in hospitals and/or nursing homes please join us on Thursday, May 9th at 

10:00 am.  You don’t need to know how to sew or quilt; we need folks to cut 

fabric, arrange squares, or sew.  This is a time of fellowship, and all are welcome.  

For more information, please contact Dixie Carver at (360) 801-6202 or Rosemary 

Wheaton at (360) 204-3501. 

mailto:palmcanal@hotmail.com
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Men’s Bible Study will meet on Saturday, May 11th at 8:00 am as we continue 

our study of the Gospel of Luke.  

 

Office Hours this week are 9:00 am to 1:00 pm – Wednesday through Friday.  
 

Pastor Gary will be in the office on Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:30 am 

until noon. 
 

Prayers – Please call the church line with your prayer requests, or if you need 

pastoral care (360) 275-3390.  
 

 

READINGS FOR MAY 12, 2024 
 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  ~  Psalm 1  ~ 1 John 5:9-13  ~  John 17:6-19 

 

SERMON NOTES 

 

              

              

             

             

             

             

              

              

             

              

              

 

 
 

NORTH BAY LUTHERAN COMMUNITY CHURCH  
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Web site:  www.NorthBayLutheran.org  
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