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Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 18, 2025 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                   Janice Schonberg 

 

“Come to believe, Come to belong, Come to receive, the promise of God” 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

       In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

   If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. Therefore, let us confess our sins in the presence of 

God and of one another. 

                                (Silence for self-reflection) 

Most merciful God, 

   We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare unto you the entire forgiveness 

of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.     

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG              “Faith of Our Fathers” 

 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

And also with you. 
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KYRIE (Lord, have mercy) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray: Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your 

Spirit hold us forever, that through your grace we may worship you 

and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FIRST READING                                                                Isaiah 49:1-7 
     1Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. 

The LORD called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he 

named my name. 2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow 

of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid 

me away. 3 And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I 

will be glorified.” 4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my 

strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right is with the LORD, 

and my recompense with my God.” 
     5 And now the LORD says, he who formed me from the womb to be his 

servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to 

him—for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, and my God has 

become my strength—6 he says: “It is too light a thing that you should be 

my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved 

of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation 

may reach to the end of the earth.” 
     7 Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one 

deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: “Kings 

shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; because 

of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen 

you.” 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                                                               Psalm 40:1-11 
1 I waited patiently for the LORD; 

    he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
2 He drew me up from the pit of destruction, 

    out of the miry bog, 

    and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. 
3 He put a new song in my mouth, 

    a song of praise to our God. 

Many will see and fear, 

    and put their trust in the LORD. 
4 Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, 

    who does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after a lie! 
5 You have multiplied, O LORD my God, 

    your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; 

    none can compare with you! 

I will proclaim and tell of them, 

    yet they are more than can be told. 
6 In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, 

    but you have given me an open ear. 

    Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. 
7 Then I said, “Behold, I have come; 

    in the scroll of the book it is written of me: 
8 I delight to do your will, O my God; 

    your law is within my heart.” 
9 I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; 

    behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD. 
10 I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 

    I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 

    I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness 

    from the great congregation. 
11 As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain your mercy from me; 

    your steadfast love and your faithfulness will ever preserve me! 
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SECOND READING                                                 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
     1 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and 

our brother Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to 

those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those 

who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both 

their Lord and ours: 
     3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of 

God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were 

enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— 6 even as the 

testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so that you are not 

lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into 

the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL                                                                               John 1:29-42 

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord! 
     29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This 

is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, 

because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for this 

purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to 

Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven 

like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he 

who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the 

Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 

Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of 

God.” 
     35 The next day again John was standing with two of his 

disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and 

they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to 

them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which 

means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come 

and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they 

stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the 

two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon 

Peter's brother. 

 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have 

found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. 

Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall 

be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! 
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SERMON                                                                  Pastor Gary Heltsley 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY          “He Leadeth Me” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

P) Let us pray that the light of Christ may shine upon the Church, the 

world, and all people according to their need. 

A brief silence 

 

Thank you, Father, for Jesus. Thank you for making him our doorway 

into your heart. Thank you for making him your dear Lamb, the sacrifice 

for our sin. Thank you for making him the light of the world, and the 

light of our lives. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, cause your Church to preach like John the Baptist. May we always 

point to Jesus, and say, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world.” We pray that Jesus would use the Church to draw new 

disciples to himself, and to shape them into his likeness. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Make disciples of everyone in this congregation. Help us to use our 

spiritual gifts to glorify you and build up our community of faith. Make 

us bold to tell how Christ has changed our lives. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bless the Church wherever it is persecuted on account of Jesus. By its 

patient witness, turn its enemies from hatred to repentance. For 

missionaries throughout the world, for our seminaries, church colleges, 

and schools, and for all who seek to proclaim the Gospel in word and 

deed, we also lift our hands, hearts, and voices in fervent supplication. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Enlighten the minds and purify the hearts of those who guide our nation. 

Turn them from the idols of power, prestige, and ideology, and teach 

them your ways. Heal the divisions that beset our country. Bestow your 

favor upon it, so we may be a beacon of righteousness, justice, and 

freedom for all. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Stoop down, O Lord, and hear the cry of all who are afflicted by 

suffering or sorrow. Lift them out of their desolation; make their footing 

sure; and put a new song into their mouths. We pray especially for those 

we name aloud or silently in our hearts (allow time for spoken or silent 

prayers). Restore them, and let them proclaim your merciful deliverance. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Most gracious Father, thank you for those who have died to us, but 

whose lives are safely in your hand. Sustain us with that same strong and 

merciful hand. Make us fit to dwell with Christ in the glory he shares 

with you and the Holy Spirit forever. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P) All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, grant to us, 

dear Father, for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
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OFFERING  

 
 

OFFERTORY     Doxology  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

         praise him, all creatures here below;  

         praise him above, ye heav'nly host;  

         praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. A-men  

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray together 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the generous gifts you have first 

given us. May that which we offer to you, come joyfully from our 

hearts and be pleasing in your sight. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right…(pastor continues, concluding with), we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn:   
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung) 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION – We believe and teach that Christ 

is truly present in the bread and wine/juice, which are his body and 

blood. All who trust in Christ are welcome at the Lord’s Table (the red 

liquid is wine; the white liquid is grape juice). 

 

“Lamb of God” 
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“My Jesus I Love Thee” 
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“Let Us Break Bread Together on our Knees” 
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“God Forgave My Sin” 

 
 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING and PRAYER 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, and keep 

you in His grace.   Amen. 

 

Let us pray together…We give you thanks, almighty God, that you 

have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In 

your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you, and 

in fervent love toward one another, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen 
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BLESSING 

 

SENDING SONG                 “Here I am, Lord” 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Janice Schonberg - organ  ~  Pr. Gary Heltsley – presiding 

 

TODAY’S WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Greeters: Tom & Joyce River 

Ushers: Greg Hanson & Liz Webber 

Reader: Jerry Jensen 

Sacristans: Bonnie O’Hanlon & Rosemary Wheaton 

Communion Assistants: Virginia Eastman & Sandi Fleury 

Sunday School Teacher: Cathy Moen 

Sunday School Assistant: Dixie Carver 

Barista: Barb Evans     Close Up: Kristian Schonberg 

 

 
Altar Flowers: Rosemary Wheaton 

 

Last Week’s Attendance: 94    Last Week’s Offering:  $5,927.85 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Welcome to North Bay Lutheran Community Church. It is with great 

joy that we welcome you to this holy space. May you feel the warmth of 

God’s love and the fellowship of His people. If you are a visitor, please 

feel free to fill out an attendance card located in the slot in front of you 

and drop it in the offering plate. We also invite you to stay for 

fellowship following our service.  

We are glad that you’re here! 
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Fellowship Time Today –  Pastries or Fruit. 

January 25th - Breakfast Casserole Sunday (please bring a favorite 

breakfast casserole or any breakfast item). 

 

Neighborhood Bible Study – will meet on Tuesday, Jan. 20th at 12:45 

pm. For more information, please contact Sue Nichols or call the church 

office. 

 

Dementia Support Group will meet on Wed., Jan. 21st at 10:00 am. 

For more information, please contact Patty Rogers or call the church 

office. 

 

The Chosen Viewing - You are invited to join Pastor Gary to view 

Season 5 of The Chosen on Wednesday, Jan. 21st at 6:00 pm. We will 

gather in the Fellowship Hall to watch Episode 8 and then have an 

informal discussion and time to share our thoughts. All are welcome! 

 

Lap Quilts – All of you who may be interested in making lap quilts to 

distribute to people in hospitals and/or nursing homes please join us on 

Thursday, Jan. 22nd at 10:00 am.  For more information, please 

contact Dixie Carver or Rosemary Wheaton or call the church office. 

 

Men’s Bible Study will meet this week on Sat., Jan. 24th at 8:00 am. 

 

Thank you to Addy Walker, Janet Wright and John Lorenz for their 

“office help” while I was away.  Each of them graciously took on a task 

to ensure that the  congregation was kept up-to-date on the happenings. 

Pastor Gary did an excellent job as “Office Administrator”!  Also, thank 

you to EVERYONE for your prayers; I know they made a huge 

difference in my recovery!  God bless you all!                     Ronda Joy   

 

Pastor Gary will be in the office Tuesday through Thursday from 9:30 

am until noon. Office Hours this week are 9:00 am to 1:00 pm – 

Tuesday through Friday.  
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Prayers – Please email (office@northbaylutheran.org) or call the church 

line with your prayer requests, or if you need pastoral care (360) 275-

3390.  

 

READINGS FOR JANUARY 25, 2026 

 

Isaiah 9:1-4  ~  Psalm 27:1, 4-9  ~  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 4:12-23 
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