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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MAY 3, 2026 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                        Rob Aaron 
 

“Come to believe, Come to belong, Come to receive, the promise of God” 
 

P) Alleluia! Christ is risen!      C) He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

    In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your 

holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

   If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Therefore, let us confess our sins in the 

presence of God and of one another.           (Silence for self-reflection) 
 

Most merciful God…We confess that we are in bondage to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
 

   In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare unto you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
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GATHERING SONG              “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 

 

KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray together…Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is 

the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one 

another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to 

share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM             “In Christ Alone”   

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
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FIRST READING                                                   Acts 7:55-60 
     55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the 

glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And 

he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God.” 57But they cried out with a 

loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at 

him. 58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And 

the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young 

man named Saul. 59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called 

out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees 

he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 

against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                                                         Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
1 In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; 

    let me never be put to shame; 

    in your righteousness deliver me! 
2 Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily! 

    Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me! 
3 For you are my rock and my fortress; 

    and for your name's sake you lead me and guide me; 
4 you take me out of the net they have hidden for me, 

    for you are my refuge. 
5 Into your hand I commit my spirit; 

    you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 
15 My times are in your hand; 

    rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my 

    persecutors! 
16 Make your face shine on your servant; 

    save me in your steadfast love! 
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SECOND READING                                               1 Peter 2:2-10 
     2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it 

you may grow up into salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that 

the Lord is good. 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by 

men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5you yourselves 

like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 

holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: 
 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 

precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to 

shame.” 7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those 

who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has 

become the cornerstone,” 8and “A stone of stumbling, and a 

rock of offense.” 
 

     They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 

destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 

proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now 

you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now 

you have received mercy. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            “Thy Word” 

Refrain: 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path 

When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 

  still You’re there right beside me.  

  And nothing will I fear, as long as You are near. 

  Please be near me to the end.   Refrain 
 

GOSPEL                                                                               John 14:1-14 

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord! 
     1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 
2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have 

told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I 

am you may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am going.” 
5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 

can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had 

known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do 

know him and have seen him.” 
     8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for 

us.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do 

not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How 

can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not 

speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his 

works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or 

else believe on account of the works themselves. 
     12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the 

works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am 

going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that 

the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my 

name, I will do it. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ! 
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SERMON                                                    Pastor Gary Heltsley 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, 

    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and 

for all people according to their needs. 
 

A brief silence 
 

Heavenly Father, through the power of Christ’s resurrection you 

adopt all who believe in Him. Receive us as your newborn 

children and nourish our faith through the pure spiritual milk of 

your Word, that we may dwell in your presence forever.  

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord God, you have promised to build up your Church to be a 

holy priesthood, that your people might offer spiritual sacrifices 

of praise and thanksgiving acceptable to you. Bless your 

Church, and bring all Christians together. Bless all pastors who 
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proclaim Christ to us. Bless church workers and those preparing 

for full-time church vocations, that we may be supplied with 

faithful leaders and servants of your Word.  

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Heavenly Father, build up the households of your people, that 

your holy children, welcomed in Baptism, may grow in your 

grace and share together in your forgiveness and life.  

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Holy God, your power brought all things into being and still 

preserves what you have made. Bless all elected and appointed 

civil servants. Lead them to honor you and your purpose, 

establishing order and justice, encouraging virtue, and protecting 

all life. Give them wisdom and moderation to lead for the well-

being of the nation.  

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful heavenly Father, for the sake of your dear Son, grant 

healing, comfort, deliverance and peace to those in need. Bless 

the sick, the sorrowing, the anxious, the fearful, the homebound, 

the homeless, the dying and all who have requested our prayers, 

especially those we name aloud or silently in our hearts (allow 

time for silent and spoken prayers). At the last, give them 

entrance into Your heavenly kingdom.  

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P) We praise and magnify you, dear Jesus. Accept our prayers 

and lay them at the feet of your Father, who with you and the 

Holy Spirit reigns gloriously as our Lord and our God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY     Doxology  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heav'nly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. A-men  

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray together 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the generous gifts you 

have first given us. May that which we offer to you, come 

joyfully from our hearts and be pleasing in your sight. 

Amen. 

 
 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right…and join their unending hymn: 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung) 
 

     Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  

     For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION – We believe and teach that 

Christ is truly present in the bread and wine/juice, which are his 

body and blood. All who trust in Christ are welcome at the Lord’s 

Table (the red liquid is wine; the white liquid is grape juice). 

 

 
 

“Lamb of God” 
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“Shall We Gather at the River”  
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“For the Bread which You have Broken” 

 

“I Love You, Lord”(2x) 
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“Father, I Adore You” 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, 

and keep you in His grace.   Amen. 
 

PRAYER 

Let us pray together…We give you thanks, almighty God, that 

you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift 

of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in 

faith toward you, and in fervent love toward one another, for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

BLESSING 
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SENDING SONG                      “We Praise You, O God” 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
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Rob Aaron – piano  ~  Nancy Martin - choir 

Pr. Gary Heltsley – presiding 

 

 

TODAY’S WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Greeters: Sue Nichols & Janet Wright    Ushers: Jim & Arlene Burton 

Reader: Sandi Fleury 

Sacristans: Diane Heltsley & Shelley Marion 

Communion Assistants: Cathy Moen & Janet Wright 

Sunday School Teacher: Mary Severeid 

Sunday School Assistant: Connie Schmidt 

Barista: Michael Wright    Close Up: Rosemary Wheaton 

Altar Flowers: Charlotte Pedersen 

 

Last Week’s Attendance: 94   Last Week’s Offering:  $2,565.00 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Good morning and welcome to NORTH BAY LUTHERAN COMMUNITY 

CHURCH! We hope you find inspiration and fellowship in our worship 

service. If you are a visitor, please feel free to fill out an attendance card 

located in the slot in front of you and drop it in the offering plate. We 

also invite you to stay for fellowship following our service.  

We are glad that you’re here! 

 

Fellowship Time Today – Birthday Cake 

Sunday, May 10th - North Bay will provide mini quiches, fruit and 

pastries in honor of Mother’s Day. 

 

Neighborhood Bible Study will meet on Tuesday, May 5th at 12:45 

pm. For more information, please contact Sue Nichols or call the church 

office. 

 

Dementia Support Group will meet on Wed., May 6th at 10:00 am. 

For more information, please contact Patty Rogers or call the church 

office. 
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“The Ten Commandments” Viewing - You are invited to join Pastor 

Gary to view part three of the classic movie “The Ten Commandments” 

on Wednesday, May 6th at 6:00 pm. We will gather in the Fellowship 

Hall and then have an informal discussion and time to share our 

thoughts. All are welcome! 

 

Men’s Bible Study will meet on Sat., May 9th at 8:00 am as we 

continue our study of the book of Exodus. 

 

2026 Church Directory - For the month of May, there will be a copy on 

the table outside of the sanctuary of the current information we have on 

file for the directory.  Please review your information in it for accuracy; 

if there is a change, error or addition, please note on the “2026 Directory 

Information” form provided.  If you have never been in the directory 

and would like to be included, please complete and sign the form. 

Thanks!  

 

Pastor Gary will be in the office Tues. through Thurs. from 9:30 am 

until noon.  Office Hours this week are 9:00 am to 1:00 pm – Tuesday 

through Thursday.  

Prayers – Please email or call the church with your prayer requests, or if 

you need pastoral care.  

 

READINGS FOR MAY 10, 2026 

Acts 17:22-31  ~  Psalm 66:8-20  ~  1 Peter 3:13-22 

John 14:15-21 
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