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                                 Come to Believe     Come to Belong 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

JULY 5, 2026 

 

PRELUDE                                                                         Rob Aaron 
 

“Come to believe, Come to belong, Come to receive, the promise of God” 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

    In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You, and 

worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

   If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Therefore, let us 

confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 

                                (Silence for self-reflection) 

Most merciful God,…We confess that we are in bondage to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 

sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
 

   In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for His sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 

minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare 

unto you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.     Amen 
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GATHERING SONG                   “God is Here”  
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray together,  
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have 

made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they 

rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, 

know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

 

FIRST READING                               Zechariah 9:9-12 

     9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O 

daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a 
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donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10I will cut off the 

chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the 

battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the 

nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to 

the ends of the earth. 11As for you also, because of the blood of 

my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the 

waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM                                                                Psalm 145:8-14 
8 The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 The LORD is good to all, 

    and his mercy is over all that he has made. 
10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

    and all your saints shall bless you! 
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 

    and tell of your power, 
12 to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds, 

    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

    and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
14 The LORD upholds all who are falling 

    and raises up all who are bowed down. 
 

SECOND READING                                           Romans 7:15-25 
     15 For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what 

I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not 

want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17 So now it is no longer 

I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that 

nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the 
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desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out  19 For I 

do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep 

on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who 

do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
     21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies 

close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 
23but I see in my members another law waging war against the law 

of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in 

my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me 

from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ 

our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, 

but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL                                              Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord! 
     16“But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like 

children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their 

playmates, 17“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not 

dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 18For John 

came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 

demon.’ 19The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they 

say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 

collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 
     25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the 

wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 
26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have 

been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the 

Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 

Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

     28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for 

I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! 

 

SERMON                                                     Pastor Gary Heltsley 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         “Be Thou My Vision” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, 

    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P) Let us lift our hearts, hands, and voices in prayer to God on 

behalf of all people. 
 

A brief silence is kept. 
 

Dear Father, thank you for Jesus, our Lord and friend. Thank you 

for refreshment for our souls, and peace for our hearts; for the 

nourishment of our minds, and rest for our bodies. Thank you for 

the countless blessings we so often take for granted. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Grant that your Church should always be as gentle and lowly of 

heart as its Savior. Use us to draw people who are burdened by sin, 

suffering, and sorrow, to the One who will give them rest. Let the 

Church’s mission – faith toward you and fervent love toward others 

– be a light and joyous burden to bear. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Thank you for this church family. Help us to see others through 

Jesus’ eyes. Some are carrying heavy burdens, known only to them 

and to you. Ease their load. Help us to refresh their spirits. Shape all 

we say and do, so that many find forgiveness, hope, and renewed 

joy in loving and serving you. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for our nation. Bless us with freedom, justice, peace, and 

opportunity. Give wisdom, integrity, and competence to our leaders 

in government. Grant to them, and their counterparts in other 

countries, the desire to seek your will, and the strength to do it. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Grant the people of every nation favorable weather, peaceful times, 

and respite from the burdens of sickness, poverty, and violence. 

Teach us all to eagerly seek and share your mercy, guidance, and 

blessings. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Give rest and healing to everyone weighed down by sorrow or 

suffering, especially those we name aloud or silently in our hearts 

(allow time for silent or spoken prayers). Ease the load of care and 

worry that their loved ones shoulder. Give to us all the joy of your 

saving help. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Thank you, dear Father, for our departed loved ones. Until we are 

reunited with them and with your children of every time and place, 

bless us with your steadfast mercy and loving-kindness. Strengthen 

us to help each other bear the burdens of life. Then, lead us into the 

eternal rest and unending joy which you have promised to everyone 

redeemed by the work of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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P) Hear our prayers, dear Father, for the sake of your beloved Son, 

and answer them with what is best for us and what will give you 

glory. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY     Doxology  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heav'nly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. A-men  

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray together…Loving God, we give you thanks for the 

generous gifts you have first given us. May that which we 

offer to you, come joyfully from our hearts and be pleasing 

in your sight. Amen. 

 

 
 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right…..and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung) 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION – We believe and teach that 

Christ is truly present in the bread and wine/juice, which are his 

body and blood. All who trust in Christ are welcome at the Lord’s 

Table (the red liquid is wine; the white liquid is grape juice). 
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“Lamb of God” 

 

“As the Deer” 

As the deer panteth for the water 

So my soul longs after You 

You alone are my heart's desire 

And I long to worship You 

 

     Refrain 

     You alone are my strength, my shield 

     To You alone may my spirit yield 

     You alone are my heart's desire 

     And I long to worship You 

 

I want You more than gold or silver 

Only You can satisfy 

You alone are the real joy giver 

And the apple of my eye 

Refrain 
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You're my friend and You are my brother 

Even though you are a King 

I love You more than any other 

So much more than anything 

Refrain 

 
“I Need Thee Every Hour” 
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“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”(2x) 

 

“Open the Eyes of My Heart” (by Paul Baloche) 

Open the eyes of my heart Lord - Open the eyes of my heart 

I want to see you - I want to see you (repeat) 

 

To see you high and lifted up - Shinin' in the light of Your glory 

Pour out your power and love - As we sing holy, holy, holy 

 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord - Open the eyes of my heart 

I want to see You - I want to see You  



17 
 

To see you high and lifted up - Shinin' in the light of your glory 

Pour out your power and love - As we sing holy, holy, holy 

 

Holy, holy, holy – We cry holy, holy, holy 

You are holy, holy, holy - I want to see you (repeat) 

 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord - Open the eyes of my heart 

I want to see You - I want to see You 
 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, 

and keep you in His grace.   Amen. 

 

Let us pray together…We give you thanks, almighty God, that 

you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift 

of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in 

faith toward you, and in fervent love toward one another, for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

BLESSING 
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SENDING SONG               “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee” 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, serve the Lord!     Thanks be to God! 

 

Rob Aaron – piano  ~  Pr. Gary Heltsley – presiding 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

Greeters: Renee Hanson & Cathy Moen  

Ushers: Jim & Arlene Burton 

Reader: Jerry Jensen  

Sacristans: Diane Heltsley & Shelley Marion 

Communion Assistants: Ronda Jensen & Cathy Moen 

Barista: Michael Wright     Close Up: Ronda Jensen 

Altar Flowers: Barb Smith 
 

Last Week’s Attendance: 101    Last Week’s Offering:  $3,356.00 

Quarterly Budget: $67,371.00 

 2nd Quarter Actual Offering: $74,449.91 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to North Bay Lutheran Community Church We are so 

glad you have chosen to worship with us this week! We take time to 

appreciate and celebrate our independence and freedom as a Nation. 

If you are a visitor, please feel free to fill out an attendance card 

located in the slot in front of you and drop it in the offering plate. 

We also invite you to stay for fellowship following our service.  

We are glad that you’re here! 
 

Fellowship Time Today – Birthday cake provided by NBLCC 

Next Sunday, July 12th - Baked Potato Bar (sign up to bring baked 

potatoes and/or potato toppings). 
 

Dementia Support Group will meet on Wed., July 8th at  

10:00 am. For more information, please contact Patty Rogers or call 

the church office. 
 

Soup Supper & Holden Evening Prayer Service - It seems a 

shame to restrict the beautiful Holden Evening Prayer service to 

only the Lenten Season. So, with that in mind, we will take a break 

from Movie Night on Wednesday, July 8th and have a Soup Supper 

in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 pm, followed by a Holden Evening 

Prayer Service at 7:00 pm.  
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Lap Quilts - All of you who may be interested in making lap quilts 

to distribute to people in hospitals and/or nursing homes please join 

us on Thursday, July 9th & 23rd at 10:00 am. You don’t need to 

know how to sew or quilt; we need folks to cut fabric, arrange 

squares, or sew. This is a time of fellowship, and all are welcome. 

For more information, please contact Dixie Carver or Rosemary 

Wheaton or call the church office. 
 

Men’s Bible Study will meet on Sat., July 11th at 8:00 am as we 

continue our study of the book of Exodus. 

 

Gary Lorenz Memorial will be held this Saturday, July 11th at 

2:00 pm. 

 

Pastor Gary will be in the office Tues. through Thurs. from 9:30 

am until noon. 

 

Office Hours this week are 9:00 am to 1:00 pm – Monday through 

Thursday.  

 

Prayers – Please email or call the church with your prayer requests, 

or if you need pastoral care.  

 

READINGS FOR JULY 12, 2026 
 

Isaiah 55:10-13  ~  Psalm 65: 9-13  ~   Romans 8:1-11 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
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