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Come to Believe ¥+ Come to Belong
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 27, 2025

PRELUDE Rob Aaron
“Come to believe, Come to belong, Come to receive, the promise of God”
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness. Therefore, let us confess our sins in the presence of
God and of one another.

(Silence for self-reflection)

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare unto you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG “All are Welcome”
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I Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safe - ly
2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are strong and
3 Let us build a house where love 1s found in wa - ter, wine and
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach be - yond the wood and
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
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live, a place  where saints and chil - dren tell how
true, where  all God’s chil - dren dare to seek to
wheat: a ban - quet hall on ho - ly ground where
stone to heal and strength - en, serve and teach, and
heard and loved and trea - sured, taught and claimed as
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hearts learn to for - give. Built of hopes and dreams and
dream God’s reign a - new. Here the cross shall stand as
peace and jus - tice meel. Here the love of God, through
live the Word they’ve known. Here the out - cast and  the
words with - 1n the ‘Word. Built of tears and cries and
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vi - slons, rock of fath and vault of grace; here the love of
wit - ness and as sym - bol of God’s grace; here as one we
Je - sus, 18 re-vealed in time and space; as we share 1In
strang -er bear the im - age of God's face; let us bring an
laugh-ter, prayers of faith and songs of  grace, let this house pro-
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claiom the faith of Je - sus:
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come 1In this place.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



KYRIE (Lord, Have Mercy)
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the

2 That we maylive out  your im - passioned 1e - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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u - ni ty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, . for our work and our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
Refrain
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray together: Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more
ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either
desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things
that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come only
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING Genesis 18:20-32

20Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is
great and their sin is very grave, 2' I will go down to see whether they have done
altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, [ will know.”
22S0 the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood
before the LORD. > Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep
away the righteous with the wicked? 2* Suppose there are fifty righteous within the
city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous
who are in it? ?° Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death
with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from
you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 2° And the LORD said, “If
I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for their
sake.”

27 Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord,
I who am but dust and ashes. *® Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will
you destroy the whole city for lack of five?”” And he said, “I will not destroy it if |
find forty-five there.” % Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found
there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 3° Then he said, “Oh
let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He
answered, “I will not do it, if T find thirty there.” *' He said, “Behold, I have
undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered,
“For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” ** Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord
be angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 138
'T give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I sing your praise;
21 bow down toward your holy temple
and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness,
for you have exalted above all things your name and your word.
3On the day I called, you answered me;
my strength of soul you increased.
4 All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LORD,
for they have heard the words of your mouth,
> and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD,
for great is the glory of the LORD.
6 For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly,
but the haughty he knows from afar.
"Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
you preserve my life;
you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies,
and your right hand delivers me.
8 The LorD will fulfill his purpose for me;
your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.
Do not forsake the work of your hands.

SPECIAL MUSIC “It is Well with My Soul” Rob Aaron

SECOND READING Colossians 2:6-19

6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, "rooted
and built up in him and established in the faith, justas you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.

8See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and
not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells
bodily, '°and you have been filled in him, who isthe head of all rule and
authority. ' In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without
hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, ' having
been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through
faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. '* And you,
who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made
alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, '*by canceling the
record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside,
nailing it to the cross. !°He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to
open shame, by triumphing over them in him.



16 Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or
with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. !’ These are a shadow of the
things to come, butthe substance belongs to Christ. '®*Let no one disqualify
you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about
visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, '° and not holding fast to
the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its
joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13
The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 11" chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord!

'Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” > And
he said to them, “When you pray, say:

“Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.

3 Give us each day our daily bread,
*and forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”



> And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight
and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, ° for a friend of mine has arrived on
a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7and he will answer from within,
‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. 1
cannot get up and give you anything’? ®I tell you, though he will not get up and
give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will
rise and give him whatever he needs. ° And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. ! For everyone
who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will
be opened. ! What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a
fish give him a serpent; '? or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? " If
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!

SERMON Pastor Gary Heltsley
HYMN OF THE DAY “Have Thine Own Way”
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Thou art the pot - ter; I am the clay.
Search me and try me, Sav-ior to - day!
Wound- ed  and wea - Ty, help me I pray!
Hold oer my be - ing ab - so - lute sway.
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Mold me and make me af - ter thy will,
Wash me just now, Lord, wash me just now,
Pow - er, all pow - er, sure - ly is thine!
Fill with thy Spir - it till all shall  see
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while I am wait - ing, yield-ed and  still
as in  thy pres - ence hum-bly I bow.
Touch me and heal me, Sav - ior di - vinel
Christ on - ly, al - ways, liv- ing in me!



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P) By the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to God our Father in the name of
Christ Jesus our Lord, making intercession for the Church, the world, and for all
people according to their need.

A brief silence

Father, we have grown so used to praying to you that sometimes we forget what a
privilege it is! Forgive us when we become careless, forgetful, or presumptuous.
By your Spirit’s leading, make us eager to stand confidently, and lovingly call you
“Abba, Father,” and talk with you about everything.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Keep your Church firmly rooted and grounded in Christ. Make us dead to sin and
alive to righteousness. Give us the faith and the words to pray continually for the
needs of all people, and for their salvation. Give us the strength and will to act in
accordance with your will.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Draw the people of this congregation into a life of prayer with you. Help us to ask
for your mercy; to seek your guidance; and to knock at the door of your heart. Give
us the courage and love to invite family, friends, and neighbors into a closer walk
with you.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Keep this country in your care. Guide our leaders in paths of righteousness. Help
us to preserve and extend the blessings of liberty and justice for all. Give health
and safety to all people; and establish your Kingdom among us.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our enemies; for those who are estranged from us; for those who work
to harm us. Transform them, and conform them to your will. Help us to forgive
them as you have forgiven us. And heal all our hearts, so that we reflect the
holiness and mercy of your dear Son.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Hear the prayers of those who ask for healing, who seek comfort, especially those
we name out loud or silently in our hearts (allow time for silent and spoken
prayers). Graciously answer them from the wellsprings of your mercy and
steadfast love.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Father, keep in your care all who died clinging to the promises of Christ. Comfort
those who mourn. Give each of us the daily bread we need throughout our earthly
pilgrimage. Help us to readily give and humbly ask for forgiveness. And finally,
bring us into the Kingdom that you have prepared for all whom you have
redeemed, through the merits of your dear Son, so that in the power of the Holy
Spirit, we may praise, adore and bless you forever.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

P) In the power of the Holy Spirit, we entrust our prayers and petitions into your

hands, gracious Father, for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING

" OFFERTORY Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. A-men



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together...

Loving God, we give you thanks for the generous gifts you have first given us.
May that which we offer to you, come joyfully from our hearts and be
pleasing in your sight. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...(pastor continues, concluding with), we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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6 -“THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung)

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

'
\K i |

INVITATION TO COMMUNION - We believe and teach that Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine/juice, which are his body and blood. All who trust in
Christ are welcome at the Lord’s Table (the red liquid is wine,; the white liquid is

grape juice).

|“Lamb of God’]
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world; grant  us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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“‘Break Now the Bread of Life "
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1 Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as  once you
2 Bless your own truth, dear Lord, to me, to me, as  when you
3 You are the bread of life, O Lord,to me, your ho - ly
4 Oh, send your Spir -it, Lord, now un-to me, that  he may
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broke the loaves be - side the  sea. Be - yond the sa-cred page
blest the bread by Gal - 1 - lee. Then shall all bond-age cease,
word the truth that res - cues  me. Give me to eat and live
touch my eyes and make me  see.  Show me the truth con-cealed
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[ seek you, Lord; my spir-it waits for you, O liv-ing Word.
all  fet-ters fall; and I shall find my peace, my All-in - Alll
with you a - bove; teach me to love your truth, for you are love.
with - in  your word, and i your book re- vealed I see my Lord.
“I Love You, Lord"‘
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“What a Friend We Have in Jesus |

|

|
e — =

ANSVA | [

T _‘_.

1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y-where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en,  cum-bered with a load of care?
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What a  priv-1-lege to car - 1y ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis-cour-aged— take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre-cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit;  oh, what need-less pain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith-ful ~ who will all our sor-rows share?
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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all be-cause we do not car - ry  ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!
Je - sus knows our ev-’ry weak-ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.




‘“Change My Heart, Oh God”‘
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Change my heart, O God. Make it ev-er true.
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Change my heart, O God. May I be like  you.
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mold me and make me, this is what 1 pray.
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Change my heart, O God. Make it ev -er true.
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Changemy heart, O  God. May I be like you.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, and keep you in His
grace. Amen.

Let us pray together...We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy,
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you, and in fervent love toward
one another, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

el

BLESSING
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SENDING SONG “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”
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I O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi-on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;

3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed 1s du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak, O God,and [ will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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wheremy soul i joy - ful du-ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and  a - dore thee, there a  heav’'n on earth must be.
let  mysoul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre- cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-¢’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may [ un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed 15 this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let 1t be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit-ful un-to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort n all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here 1s balm for all our woes.
DISMISSAL

Go in peace, serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Rob Aaron — piano ~ Pr. Gary Heltsley — presiding
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TODAY’S WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Greeters: Craig & Cheri Martin and Diane Heltsley
Ushers: Howard & Jan Thoemke
Reader: Sue Nichols
Sacristans: Carol Larson & Joleen Wheaton
Communion Assistants: John Indorf & Ronda Jensen
Barista: Michael Wright Close Up: Rosemary Wheaton

Altar Flowers: Duane Olive
(In Loving Memory of Walli Olive)

Last Week’s Attendance: 104 Last Week’s Offering: $17,820.00

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to North Bay Lutheran Community Church. It is with great joy that
we welcome you to this holy space. May you feel the warmth of God’s love and
the fellowship of His people. If you are a visitor, please feel free to fill out an
attendance card located in the slot in front of you and drop it in the offering plate.
We also invite you to stay for fellowship following our service.

We are glad that you’re here!

Fellowship Time Today — Meat, Cheese, Crackers & Fruit.
August 3™ - Birthday Cake provided by NBLCC.

Dementia Support Group will meet on Wednesday, July 30" at 10:00 am. For
more information, please contact Patty Rogers or call the church office.

The Chosen Viewing - You are invited to join Pastor Gary to view Season 3 of
The Chosen on Wednesday, July 30™ at 6:00 pm. We will gather in the
Fellowship Hall to watch Episode 5 and then have an informal discussion and time
to share our thoughts. All are welcome!

Men’s Bible Study will meet this week on Saturday, August 2" at 8:00 am as
we continue the study of the book of Genesis.

Pastor Gary will be in the office Tuesday through Thursday from 9:30 am until
noon. Office Hours this week are 9:00 am to 1:00 pm — Tuesday through
Friday.
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Coming Soon

New Member Class — If you have been a regular attender, have you considered
becoming a member? We will be holding a short New Member Class soon. We
will explain the basics of Church membership and answer any questions you may
have. Please contact the Church office if you are interested.

.
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Save the date — Two weeks from today, on Sunday, August 10" we
will gather for our annual “North Bay on the Bay Sunday” at the
Gazebo at the Port of Allyn for a church service followed by a
potluck. The Church will provide Sloppy Joes plus water and coffee.
You can bring your favorite side, salad, or dessert, keeping in mind

we will be serving on paper plates. If you are available to help with food and
serving, please contact Rosemary Wheaton. If you can help with set up and break
down contact Pastor Gary.

Prayers — Please email (office@northbaylutheran.org) or call the church line with
your prayer requests, or if you need pastoral care (360) 275-3390.

READINGS FOR AUGUST 3. 2025

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 ~ Psalm 49:1-12 ~ Colossians 3:1-11

Luke 12:13-21
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