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                               Come to Believe  Come to Belong 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 
 

PRELUDE                                                                             Rob Aaron 
 

“Come to believe, Come to belong, Come to receive, the promise of God” 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

    In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You, and 

worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

   If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Therefore, let us 

confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 

                                (Silence for self-reflection) 

Most merciful God…We confess that we are in bondage to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 

sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
    

   In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 

us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 

ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore declare unto you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.     

Amen. 



2 
 

GATHERING SONG             “Immortal, Invisible”  

 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 
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KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray together…O Lord God, enliven and preserve your 

church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we 

mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is 

harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC           Rob Aaron 

 

FIRST READING                                              Ezekiel 33:7-11 

     7 “So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house 

of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall 

give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked 

one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the 

wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his 
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iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you 

warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from 

his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have 

delivered your soul. 
     10 “And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, thus have 

you said: ‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, 

and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?’ 11Say 

to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in 

the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way 

and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will 

you die, O house of Israel? 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                                                              Psalm 119:33-40 
33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes; 

    and I will keep it to the end. 
34 Give me understanding, that I may keep your law 

    and observe it with my whole heart. 
35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, 

    for I delight in it. 
36 Incline my heart to your testimonies, 

    and not to selfish gain! 
37 Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things; 

    and give me life in your ways. 
38 Confirm to your servant your promise, 

    that you may be feared. 
39 Turn away the reproach that I dread, 

    for your rules are good. 
40 Behold, I long for your precepts; 

    in your righteousness give me life! 
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SECOND READING                                        Romans 13:8-14 
     8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one 

who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9For the commandments, 

“You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall 

not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 

summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is 

the fulfilling of the law. 
     11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for 

you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 

when we first believed. 12 The night is far gone; the day is at hand. 

So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor 

of light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies 

and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in 

quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL                                                                Matthew 18:15-20 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord! 
     15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 

between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained 

your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along 

with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of 

two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 

church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to 

you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever 

you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 

on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of 

you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them 

by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in 

my name, there am I among them.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! 

 

SERMON                                                           Pastor Gary Heltsley 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “In the Garden” 
 

I come to the garden alone 

While the dew is still on the roses 

And the voice I hear, falling on my ear, 

The Son of God discloses 

 

 Refrain 

 And He walks with me and He talks with me 

 And He tells me I am His own 

 And the joy we share, as we tarry there 

 None other has ever known. 
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He speaks and the sound of His voice 

Is so sweet the birds hush their singing 

And the melody that he gave to me 

With in my heart is ringing.     refrain 

 

I’d stay in the garden with Him 

Tho the night around me be falling 

But He bids me go; Thro the voice of woe 

His voice to me is calling.    refrain 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, 

    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P) Let us approach the throne of grace on behalf of the Church, 

the world, and one another. 

A brief silence is kept. 
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Help us to graciously offer forgiveness to any who turn to you. 

Give to your Church the righteousness of your Son, and make us a 

dwelling-place of His grace, and an outpost of your Kingdom. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Hear the prayers of your faithful people who suffer persecution, 

torture and death because of Christ. Do not let the waters of hatred 

overwhelm them; and grant them grace to persevere in 

faithfulness. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bless this congregation with humility, gentleness, and wisdom. 

Help us to speak truth with so much love, that others eagerly seek 

the mercy, reconciliation and life that comes from Christ. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

You have entrusted the leaders of nations with power and 

authority. Make them willing and able to accomplish your will for 

the good of all people entrusted to their care. Teach us all to settle 

differences peacefully, to act honorably, speak respectfully, and 

live justly. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Give wisdom and courage to those in the military and law 

enforcement. Make them worthy instruments of your will. Use 

them to bring safety, freedom, and justice to those who suffer at 

the hands of evildoers. Heal them when they are victims of evil. 

By their labors, lay the groundwork for peace to flourish. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We plead on behalf of all who suffer, especially those we name 

out loud or silently in our hearts (allow time for silent and spoken 
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prayers). Grant them health, hope, guidance, and the joy of your 

presence in their lives. Fill all who care for them with compassion.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for all believers who have died to this 

world and now live eternally in your embrace. Give us your 

mercy, and for Jesus’ sake, lead us into your Kingdom. Grant us 

the joy of seeing your face and of worshipping you in the 

company of all you have redeemed. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

P) Conform our prayers to the heart of Jesus, hear them through 

the interceding of your Holy Spirit, and grant them in accordance 

with your gracious will.  Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY     Doxology  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heav'nly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. A-men  

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray together…Loving God, we give you thanks for the 

generous gifts you have first given us. May that which we 

offer to you, come joyfully from our hearts and be pleasing 

in your sight.  Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right… and join their unending hymn: 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung) 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION – We believe and teach that 

Christ is truly present in the bread and wine/juice, which are his 

body and blood. All who trust in Christ are welcome at the Lord’s 

Table (the red liquid is wine; the white liquid is grape juice). 

 
“Lamb of God” 
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“Bread of Life from Heaven” 
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“I Need Thee Every Hour” 
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“Soon and Very Soon” 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, 

and keep you in His grace.  Amen. 
 

Let us pray together…We give you thanks, almighty God, that 

you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift 

of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in 

faith toward you, and in fervent love toward one another, for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 

SENDING SONG            “Rise Up, O Saints of God” 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Rob Aaron – piano  ~  Pr. Gary Heltsley – presiding 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Greeters: Char Pedersen & Janet Wright 

Ushers: Jim & Arlene Burton 

Reader: Pam Sikes 

Sacristans: Char Pedersen & Deanna Smith  

Communion Assistants: Dixie Carver & Mary Severeid 

Barista: Michael Wright      Close Up: Ronda Jensen 

Altar Flowers: Ken & Karin Drew 

 

Last Week’s Attendance: 91   Last Week’s Offering:  $6,059.35 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Good morning and welcome to NORTH BAY LUTHERAN COMMUNITY 

CHURCH! We hope you find inspiration and fellowship in our worship 

service. If you are a visitor, please feel free to fill out an attendance 

card located in the slot in front of you and drop it in the offering plate. 

We also invite you to stay for fellowship following our service.  We 

are glad that you’re here! 
 

Fellowship Time Today  - Birthday Cake 

Next Sunday, Sept. 13th – Sloppy Joes and Potato Salad (look for sign-

up sheets). 
 

The Gideons – We are very happy to have the Gideons with us today, 

to give us an update on their valuable ministry. 
 

Dementia Support Group will meet on Wednesday, Sept. 9th at 

10:00 am. For more information, please contact Patty Rogers or call 

the church office. 
 

GriefShare - GriefShare is a Christ-centered grief recovery support 

group where you can find help and healing for the hurt of losing a 

loved one. This Fall North Bay Lutheran will be offering our 

GriefShare group classes each Wednesday at 12:30 pm. Call the 

office or Pastor Gary if you’re interested. 
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Movie Night - You are invited to join Pastor Gary to view Season 

Two, Episode 8 of “The Chosen” on Wed., Sept. 9th at 6:00 pm. We 

will gather in the Fellowship Hall to watch this episode and then have 

an informal discussion and time to share our thoughts.  All are 

welcome! 
 

Lap Quilts – All of you who may be interested in making lap quilts to 

distribute to people in hospitals and/or nursing homes please join us 

on Thursday, Sept. 10th at 10:00 am. For more information, please 

contact Dixie Carver or Rosemary Wheaton or call the church office. 
 

Pastor’s Bible Study - On Thursday, Sept. 10th at 4:00 pm, we will 

be studying Luke’s Gospel led by Pastor Gary. Everyone is invited to 

attend.  Please contact the office if you have any questions. 
 

Ladies of North Bay Lutheran. It is time for us to gather together 

again. We Will meet on September 11th at 10:00 am. Our theme for 

the month is “Gemstones of the Bible”; Ruth Fischer, a gemologist, 

will present the program. She will explain why pearls are of great 

price (Matthew 12:45-46) and have examples of the stones in the 

ephod and breast plate of the Priests. (Exodus 28:6-21). 

     Plan to stay for fellowship over a lunch of pearly, jewel filled 

treats. We look forward to coming back together and catching up with 

each other’s summer adventures and Blessings. 
 

Men’s Bible Study will meet on Sat., Sept. 12th at 8:00 am as we 

continue our study of the book of Exodus. 
 

Coming Soon: 

Neighborhood Bible Study will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 15th at  

12:45 pm. For more information, please contact Sue Nichols or call 

the church office. 
 

Yard Work Parties - as we turn the page to fall, it is time for our 

church yard work parties to resume on the third Saturday of each 

month, 10:00 am -12:00 noon. To get things started, please join me in 

the yard with your tools on September 19th to tidy up the yard after 

summer break. Thanks for all your help, Brent 
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Pastor Gary will be in the office Tuesday through Thursday, 9:30 am 

until noon. Office Hours this week are 9:00 am to 1:00 pm – Tuesday 

through Friday.  
 

Prayers – Please email or call the church with your prayer requests, or 

if you need pastoral care.  

 

READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 

Genesis 50:15-21  ~  Psalm 103:8-13  ~  Romans 14:1-12 

Matthew 18:21-35 

 

 

SERMON NOTES  
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