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Come to Believe † Come to Belong 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

December 7, 2025 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Robert Aaron 

 

“Come to believe, Come to belong, Come to receive, the promise of God” 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

CANDLE READING 

At his birth in Bethlehem, there was no room found for Jesus. The Ruler of the 

Universe was wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid to sleep in a manger. 

Remembering that we love only because he first loved us, we pray that God would 

prepare for Himself a place in our hearts. In PEACE, we light the second candle in 

the Advent wreath.  

 

(The congregation sings together) 

 
 

CANDLE PRAYER FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Let us pray… 

Loving God, thank you for the peace you give us through Jesus. Help us 

prepare our hearts to receive Him. Bless our worship. Guide us in all that we 

say and do. We ask it in the name of the one born in Bethlehem. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

     The days are coming, says the Lord, when God’s promises to Israel and Judah 

will be fulfilled. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, in the name of 

the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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     Let us take this time to examine ourselves, asking forgiveness for the things 

which we have done that are not pleasing to the Lord, and the things which we 

have neglected to do. 

(Silence for self-reflection and examination) 

God of grace – Prepare our hearts to follow Jesus in doing your holy will. 

Forgive us we pray, and shape our lives according to the cross of Christ, who 

has called us to walk in his ways. Father, restore us to a right relationship 

with you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

    In the name of Jesus - God’s only Son, who came to do the will of his Father - 

you are forgiven. By Christ’s holy sacrifice, your sins are wiped clean, and you are 

made right with our heavenly Father. Rejoice in this free gift, and take it to heart. 

    Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG  “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ for whom we wait, the love of the Father who 

will never let us go, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray together: 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 

coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

FIRST READING                                                                               Isaiah 11:1-10  
     1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 

roots shall bear fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And his delight shall be in the fear of 

the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his 

ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity 

for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the 

belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6 The wolf shall dwell with 

the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the 

lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and 

the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 

straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the 

weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 9 They shall not hurt or destroy 

in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as 

the waters cover the sea. 10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal 

for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be 

glorious. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                                                                     Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
1 Give the king your justice, O God, 

    and your righteousness to the royal son! 
2 May he judge your people with righteousness, 

    and your poor with justice! 
3 Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 

    and the hills, in righteousness! 
4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

    give deliverance to the children of the needy, 

    and crush the oppressor! 
5 May they fear you while the sun endures, 

    and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 
6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

    like showers that water the earth! 
7 In his days may the righteous flourish, 

    and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 
 

18 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

    who alone does wondrous things. 
19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; 

    may the whole earth be filled with his glory! 

    Amen and Amen! 

 

SECOND READING                                                                      Romans 15:4-13  

     4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 

hope. 5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 

harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may 

with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore 

welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell 

you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in 

order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the 

Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will praise 

you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 10 And again it is said, “Rejoice, 

O Gentiles, with his people.” 11 And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and 

let all the peoples extol him.” 12 And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will 

come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Jesus we love You 

 We Praise You, we adore You 

 Glorify Thy name in all the earth 

 Glorify Thy name, Glorify Thy name 

 Glorify Thy name in all the earth! 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                           Matthew 3:1-12 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 
     1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he who was spoken 

of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” 4 Now John wore a 

garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food 

was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 

about the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees 

and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with 

repentance. 9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 

father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 

Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore 

that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I baptize you 

with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose 

sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 

and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.” 

The gospel of the Lord 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                                  Pastor Gary Heltsley 
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HYMN OF THE DAY     “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”  

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian church, 

    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P) As we await the coming of our Lord Jesus in glory, let us approach His throne 

in prayer for our needs and the needs of all people. 
 

A brief silence 
 

Thank you, dear Father, for promising that not one of your lambs, tended by your 

Son the Good Shepherd, shall be lost. Thank you that Jesus levels mountains, fills 

in valleys, and takes every road, until he finds and saves them. Unite us with him, 

so we too may seek the lost and lead them to his embrace.   

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Make your Church the herald of good tidings, and fearless in proclaiming your 

Word. Through it, grant your comfort to those who are lost and afflicted by sin, 

sorrow, and suffering. In everything she says and does, may your Church 

constantly and faithfully announce: “Behold: Here is your God!” 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  

Be merciful to our persecuted brothers and sisters who proclaim the name of Jesus 

even amidst their enemies. Make their witness shine as a light in the world’s 

darkest places. Pierce the hearts of their tormentors with the truth of the Gospel. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bless and prosper the work of this congregation: its pastor and council members, 

its committee members and other volunteers, and all who worship with us. Keep us 

steadfast in faith, fervent in worship, radiant in holiness, patient in adversity, and 

beautiful in our love for you and for your people. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Grant wisdom to our earthly leaders. Use them to raise the poor from depths of 

despair. Level mountains of injustice and suffering throughout the world. We 

earnestly pray that nations will no longer raise sword against nations. Guide us all 

in the pathways of your righteousness and peace. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Remove the burden of pain and sorrow from the backs of all who suffer, especially 

those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts (pause for silent or spoken prayers). 

Bring them physical and spiritual healing. Let them rejoice in your goodness and 

give thanks for their deliverance. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Merciful Father, we entrust into your never-failing care our beloved dead. Comfort 

those whose grief runs deep. Revive our spirits, direct our days and our deeds in 

your peace, and make us abound in every good work. Strengthen our hearts with 

the gift of your Spirit, and gather us, with all the redeemed, into your eternal 

Kingdom, where we shall rejoice in your goodness and righteousness forever. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

P) For all these things; for all we lift before you in the silence of our hearts; and for 

everything that you know we need, we pray in the name and power of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, and commend into your mighty and merciful hands. Amen. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING The offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the 

care of those in need. If you are visiting with us, please feel free to pass the 

offering plate, you are our guest.  
 

OFFERTORY     Doxology  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heav'nly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. A-men  
 

OFFERING PRAYER  

 

Let us pray. 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the generous gifts you have first given us. 

May that which we offer to you, come joyfully from our hearts and be 

pleasing in your sight. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right…(pastor continues, concluding with), we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Sung) 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION – We believe and teach that Christ is truly 

present in the bread and wine/juice, which are his body and blood. All who trust in 

Christ are welcome at the Lord’s Table.  Young children whose parents do not wish 

them to receive Communion yet, are welcome to come forward and receive a 

blessing. (the red liquid is wine; the white liquid is grape juice). 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
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“Children of the Heavenly Father” 

 
 

“As the Grains of Wheat” 
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“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
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“Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” 

 

 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, and keep you in His 

grace.   Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray together… 

God of new beginnings, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood 

of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Strengthen us for the journey of faith as we wait 

and watch for the Lord’s Messiah to break into our world in ever amazing 

ways.  Amen.  
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BLESSING 

 

SENDING SONG    “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, serve the Lord!  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Robert Aaron – piano  ~  Pr. Gary Heltsley – presiding 
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Pastor Gary will be in the office Monday through Thursday from 9:30 am until 

noon.  

 

Prayers – Please email (office@northbaylutheran.org) or call the church line with 

your prayer requests, or if you need pastoral care (360) 275-3390.  

 
 

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
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