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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
December 14, 2025

PRELUDE Robert Aaron
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
The third candle of Advent is the Candle of JOY. It reminds us of the joy that Mary
felt when the angel Gabriel told her that a special child would be born to her - a
child who would save and deliver his people.

God wants us all to have joy. The angel, who announced to the shepherds that
Jesus had been born, told them: "Do not be afraid. I am bringing you good news of
a great joy for all people - for to you is born this day, in the City of David, a Savior,
who 1s the Messiah, the Lord."

We light this candle to remember that Christ brings the promise of a new life - a
life in which the blind receive sight, the lame walk, and the prisoners are set free.
We light it to remember that He is the bringer of true and everlasting JOY.

(the Candle of Joy is lit as the congregation sings verse three)

ADVENT SONG “Light Three Candles to Watch for Messiah™
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CANDLE PRAYER

Let us pray....

Loving God, we thank you for your gift of love - shown to us perfectly in Jesus
Christ our Lord. Help us prepare our hearts to receive Him. Bless our
worship. Help us to hear and do your word. We ask it in the name of the one
born in Bethlehem. Amen.

GATHERING SONG “Fling Wide the Door”
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1 Fling wide the door, un - bar the gate; The King of glo - ry
2 He is the rock of our be - lief, The heart of mer - cy’s
3 Oh, hap - py towns and bless - ed lands That live by their true
4 Come,Lord, our Sav - ior, Je - sus Christ; Our hearts are o - pen
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comes in state; The Lord of lords and King of kings, The
gen - tle self. His king - ly crown is ho - i - ness; His
king’s  com-mands. And bless - ed  be the hearts he rules, The
wide in trust. Oh, show wus now your love - ly grace, Up-
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Sav - ior  of the world who brings His great sal - va - tion
scep - ter  is his love - li - ness; He brings our sor - rows
hum -ble plac - es  where he dwells. He is the right - ful
on our sor - rows shine your face, And let your Ho - ly
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to the earth. So raise a shout of ho - ly mirth And
to an end. Now glad - ly praise our king and friend, And
Son of bliss Who fills our lives and . makes us his, Cre -
Spir - it guide Our jour - ney in your grace so wide. We
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praise our God and Lord, Cre - a - tor, Spir - it, Word.
wor - ship him  with song For sav - ing us from wrong.
a - tor of the world, Our on - ly strengthfor good.
praise your ho - ly name, From age to age the same!



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The days are coming, says the Lord, when God’s promises to Israel and Judah
will be fulfilled. Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, in the name of
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Let us take this time to examine ourselves, asking forgiveness for the things
which we have done that are not pleasing to the Lord, and for the things which we
have neglected to do.

(Silence for self-reflection and examination)
God of grace —

Prepare our hearts to follow Jesus in doing your holy will. Forgive us we
pray, and shape our lives according to the cross of Christ, who has called us to
walk in his ways. Father, restore us to a right relationship with you through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

In the name of Jesus - God’s only Son, who came to do the will of his Father -
you are forgiven. By Christ’s holy sacrifice, your sins are wiped clean, and you are
made right with our heavenly Father. Rejoice in this free gift, and take it to heart.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ for whom we wait, the love of the Father who
will never let us go, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together:

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in
your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
CHILDRENS SERMON




FIRST READING Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and
blossom like the crocus; 2it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel
and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. * Say to those who
have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with
vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.”

>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
%then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; ’ the burning
sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt
of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

8 And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the
unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if
they are fools, they shall not go astray. °No lion shall be there, nor shall any
ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall
walk there. ' And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and
joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 146:5-10
> Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD his God,
¢ who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free;
¥ the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
? The LORD watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the fatherless,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
10The LorD will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations.
Praise the LORD!
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SECOND READING James 5:7-10
" Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer

waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the

early and the late rains. ® You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming

of the Lord is at hand. ° Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you

may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. ' As an example of

suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the

Lord.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

% GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Jesus we love You

We Praise You, we adore You
Glorify Thy name in all the earth
Glorify Thy name, Glorify Thy name
Glorify Thy name in all the earth!

GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11" chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord!

2Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word
by his disciples *and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall
we look for another?” * And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear
and see: ° the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to
them. ® And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? ® What then
did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft
clothing are in kings' houses. * What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I
tell you, and more than a prophet. !° This is he of whom it is written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way
before you.” ! Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no
one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!



SERMON

Pastor Gary Heltsley

HYMN OF THE DAY “On Jordan's Banks the Baptist's Cry”
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1 On Jor - dan’s banks the Bap - tist’'s cry  an - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ry life from sin; make straight the
3 We hail ~ you as our Sav - ior, Lord, our ref - uge
4 Stretch forth  your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 All  praise to  you, e - ter - nal Son, whose ad - vent
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for ~ he brings glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and fill  the world with love di - vine.
we a - dore, and Ho -1y Spir - it, ev - er - more.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.



He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P) As we await the coming of our Lord Jesus in glory, let us approach His throne
in prayer for our needs and the needs of all people.

A brief silence

O God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Your promise of an everlasting house and
kingdom came to fulfillment in Your Son, Jesus Christ. Forgive us when we doubt
Your promises. By Your Holy Spirit, help us remember that Your Word is true and
that You always fulfill what You promise.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You gave Your only Son to save us from our sins. By Your
Spirit’s power, lead us to respond to this gift with thanksgiving and with faithful
living.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, by Your Holy Spirit, bless the proclamation of Your Son’s coming
and the joyous celebration of His birth. May unbelievers be led to repent of their
sins and trust in the Son of the Most High for the forgiveness of their sins.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, look with favor upon Your servants who care for us, especially
police officers, firefighters, and other emergency workers. We thank You for giving
these servants to serve and protect us, and we ask You to keep them from all harm
and danger.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Father of mercies, look with favor upon all who are in need of our prayers,
especially those we name now, either out loud or silently in our hearts (pause for
silent or spoken prayers.....). Give them patience and comfort during their distress.
According to Your will, remove their distress or give them grace to accept their
problems with continued hope in Your merciful salvation.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.



Thank You, O Lord, for the blessings of marriage. Strengthen all husbands and
wives with love that reflects Your sacrificial love given to Your bride, the Church.
Open their hearts to receive more of Your love that their love for each other may
never grow weary but deepen and grow through every joy and sorrow shared.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

P) O Lord, keep us under Your protective care and preserve us, giving us faith to
trust in Your everlasting goodness and love, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING The offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the
care of those in need. If you are visiting with us, please feel free to pass the
offering plate, you are our guest.

% OFFERTORY Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. A-men

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Loving God, we give you thanks for the generous gifts you have first given us.
May that which we offer to you, come joyfully from our hearts and be
pleasing in your sight. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right....we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory,
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

% LORD’S PRAYER (Sung)

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Holy Communion is open to all. We
believe and teach that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine\juice, which are
his body and blood (the red liquid is wine, the white liquid is grape juice).

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Lamb of God”
0 & -
7wt . P
V4 WA | I [ 7] Y I ] ] [¥]
(" _ ,_" P | _ —
Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the world; have
Py - =
S T e
mer -cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the
044
TR
(i A N R K P ”
Qe R
world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
o - —
A 4 J\f ! K&
cy « L ] ]
world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.



“Break Now the Bread of Life”
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1 Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as once you
2 Bless your own truth, dear Lord, to me, to me, as  when you
3 You are the bread of life, O Lord, to me, your ho - ly
4 Oh, send your Spir -it, Lord, now un-to me, that  he may
N &
VAT
el O
NS, Z
J
broke the loaves be - side the sea. Be - yond the sa - cred page
blest the bread by Gal - 1 - lee. Then shall all bond-age cease,
word the truth that res - cues  me. Give me to eat and live
touch my eyes and make me see. Show me the truth con-cealed
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I  seek you, Lord; my spir-it waits for you, O liv-ing Word.
all fet-ters fall; and I shall find my peace, my All-in - All!
with you a - bove; teach me to love your truth, for you are love.
with - in  your word, and in your book re- vealed I see my Lord.
“Fairest Lord Jesus”
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1 Fair-est Lord Je - sus, Rul-er of all na - ture, O thou of
2 Fair are the mead-ows, fair-er still the wood-lands, robed in the
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair-er still the moon-light, and all the
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God and man  the Son; thee will 1 cher - ish,
bloom-ing garb  of spring: Je - sus s fair - er,
twin - kling, star - ry host: Je - sus shines bright - er,
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thee will 1 hon - or, thou, my soul’s glo - ry, joy, and crown.
Je - sus is pur - er, who makes the woe - ful heart to sing.

Je - sus shines pur - er, than all the an - gels heav’'n can  boast.
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“Precious Lord, Take my Hand”
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1 Pre-cious Lord, take my hand, Ilead me on, let me stand,
2 Whenmy way grows . . drear, pre-cious Lord, lin-ger near,
3 When the dark - ness ap - pears and the night draws. . near,
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I am  tired, I am weak, I am worn.
when my  life is al - most gone,
and the day is . past and gone,
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall.
at the riv. - er I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
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Take my  hand, pre-cious  Lord, lead me home.
Take my  hand, pre-cious  Lord, lead me home.
Take my  hand, pre-cious  Lord, lead me home.
“Emmanuel”
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, and keep you in His
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together...

God of new beginnings, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood
of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Strengthen us for the journey of faith as we wait
and watch for the Lord’s Messiah to break into our world in ever amazing
ways. Amen.

BLESSING

SENDING SONG “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Born thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, bom a child,and yet a king;
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from our fears and sins re - leaseus; let us find our rest in thee.
born to reignin  us for-ev-er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is-rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rtule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-ry na-tion, joy of ev-ry long-ing heart.
by thine all-suf - fi - cient mer-it  raise us to thy  glo- rious throne.
DISMISSAL

Go 1n peace, serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
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Robert Aaron — piano ~ Nancy Martin — choir director
Pr. Gary Heltsley — presiding

READINGS FOR DECEMBER 21, 2025
Isaiah 7:10-16 ~ Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 ~ Romans 1:1-7

Matthew 1:18-25

NORTH BAY LUTHERAN COMMUNITY CHURCH
PO Box 1643 - 221 E Lakeland Dr. - Allyn, WA 98524
Phone: (360) 275-3390
Email: office@northbaylutheran.org
www.NorthBayLutheran.org
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